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Youth  vote  wanted  in  upcoming  election 


Craig  Gauerke  (left),  president  of  the  Wartburg  Democrats,  speaks  to  Waverly  community  members  at  the 
Renaissance  Faire  about  the  upcoming  election.  —  Emily  Novotny  /TRUMPET 


CAITLIN  HARBACH  |  SETH  NUTTING 

STAFF  WRITERS 

caitlin.harbach@iwartburg.edu 

seth.nutting@wartburg.edu 

The  last  two  election  cycles  have 
seen  an  increase  in  youth  voting 
turnouts.  In  2008,  the  youth  turn¬ 
out  for  the  Iowa  caucuses  tripled 
from  the  2004  caucuses,  according 
to  the  Center  for  Information  and 
Research  on  Civic  Learning  and 
Engagement  or  CIRCLE. 

With  the  upcoming  presidential 
election,  Bremer  County  Auditor 
Shelley  Wolf  said  voter  registra¬ 
tion  is  as  vital  as  ever. 

“Every  vote  counts,”  Wolf  said. 
“That’s  your  voice,  that’s  your  only 
opportunity  to  be  heard.” 

However,  statistics  from  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  Report  of  Vot¬ 
ers  Registered  and  Voting  showed 
that  there  are  less  young  adult 
voters  in  Iowa  than  any  other  age 
group. 

The  State’s  report  from  the  2008 
election  showed  approximately 
58  percent  of  Iowans  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  24  voted,  compared 
to  roughly  83  percent  of  Iowans 


between  the  ages  of  50  and  64. 

Waverly  Shell-Rock  High 
School  Social  Studies  teacher  Bill 
Cook,  said  he  makes  an  effort  to 
get  his  students  interested  in  pol¬ 
itics  and  hopes  that  interest  car¬ 
ries  over  when  the  students  are  old 
enough  to  vote. 

From  talking  about  current 
events  in  class,  to  teaching  his 
students  about  the  election  pro¬ 
cess  and  watching  videos  of  the 
local  city  council,  he  said  learning 
about  the  government  will  benefit 
them  in  the  long  run. 

“I  think  it’s  really  good,”  Cook 
said.  “The  more  we  can  get  young 
people  involved  in  politics  and 
making  decisions  in  the  election, 
the  better  citizens  they  can  be.” 

Maquoketa  Valley  High  School 
senior  Ally  Ziegenfuss  knows  she 
should  pay  attention  to  the  elec¬ 
tion,  but  doesn’t.  Despite  her  lack 
of  interest,  Ziegenfuss  does  plan 
to  vote  in  future  elections. 

“I  have  my  views,  but  I  have  nev¬ 
er  paid  attention  to  the  politics,” 
Ziegenfuss  said. 

One  2009  study  by  Project  Vote 
showed  if  younger  citizens  had 


voted  at  the  same  rate  as  those  30 
years  or  older,  7  million  more  peo¬ 
ple  would  have  voted  in  the  2008 
election  alone. 


Hollis  Hanson-Pollock, 
Wartburg  student  body  presi¬ 
dent,  noticed  the  low  numbers 
in  voting  by  younger  citizens,  but 


doesn’t  think  those  topics  should 
be  ignored. 
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Tuition  not  a  hot  political  issue 
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Despite  rising  college  tuition  pric¬ 
es  the  issue  is  not  discussed  much 
among  this  year’s  political  candi¬ 
dates,  Dr.  Chris  Larimer,  associate 
professor  of  political  science  at  the 
University  of  Northern  Iowa,  said. 

Larimer  said  it  was  a  more  im¬ 
portant  issue  in  the  2008  presi¬ 
dential  race.  That  year,  total  cost 
at  Wartburg  College  was  $34,315. 
This  year,  total  cost  has  risen  to 
$41,055. 

In  2008,  total  cost  was  $17,386  at 
the  University  of  Northern  Iowa. 
This  year,  that  cost  has  risen  to 
$19,418. 

At  Iowa  State  University  tu¬ 
ition  is  up  3.75  percent  increase 
from  last  year.  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  University  Relations  John 


McCarroll  said. 

“I  think  it  was  an  issue  early  on,” 
Larimer  said  of  this  year’s  race. 
“But  I  haven’t  seen  it  as  much  since, 
which  is  a  bit  surprising  because 
I  think  from  a  pure  political  per¬ 
spective,  if  your  goal  is  to  appeal 
to  young  voters  and  you  know 
in  2008,  at  least  in  Iowa  if  you’re 
Obama,  that  young  voters  were  a 
big  part  of  your  victory,  why  not 
talk  about  it  more?” 

Larimer  said  enthusiasm  is 
down  among  young  voters  this 
year,  not  just  in  Iowa  but  also 
around  tlie  country. 

“We’ve  seen  the  trust  in  govern¬ 
ment  continue  to  go  down  and  I 
think  there’s  just  not  a  lot  of  op¬ 
timism  about  the  economy,”  Lar¬ 
imer  said. 

McCarroll  said  that  Iowa  State 
does  everything  it  can  to  help 
students  be  able  to  afford  to  go  to 
college. 


“The  university  works  with  the 
students  to  help  them  with  their 
financial  aid  package  as  well  as 
loans  because  college  debt  is  a  big 
issue  and  you  see  that  in  the  elec¬ 
tion,”  McCarroll  said. 

Wartburg  student  Ryan  Shields 
said  that  college  tuition  isn’t  as  big 
of  an  issue  to  him  when  deciding 
who  to  vote  for. 

“I  would  never  base  my  vote  for 
a  candidate  based  on  their  college 
tuition  policy,”  Shields  said. 

Despite  the  tuition  increase, 
Iowa  State  has  seen  its  fourth  con¬ 
secutive  record  enrollment,  which 
is  the  largest  in  the  state,  McCar¬ 
roll  said. 

“Students  see  the  value  in  going 
to  college,”  McCarroll  said. 

Wartburg  President  Dr.  Darrel 
Colson  said  he  is  sure  both  U.S. 
presidential  candidates  hope  that 
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LGBT  supporters  seek  candidate  interest 
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While  most  students  are  worried 
about  which  politicians  can  cre¬ 
ate  jobs  and  make  college  more  af¬ 
fordable,  Jane  Schmidt,  a  senior  at 
Waverly- Shell  Rock  high  school,  is 
thinking  about  the  protection  of 
Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Trans¬ 
gender  (LGBT)  rights. 

“I’m  concerned  that  people  won’t 
consider  social  issues  as  much 
as  other  issues,”  Schmidt  said.  “I 
personally  believe  that  if  we  can’t 
get  past  our  own  domestic  social 
inequalities,  then  we  can’t  make 
bigger  decisions  that  impact  even 
more  people  like  foreign  policy 
decisions." 

Schmidt,  who  identifies  herself  as 
“queer,"  said  while  marriage  equal¬ 
ity  is  at  the  forefront  of  LGBT  rights, 
there  are  many  issues  the  LGBT 
community  faces  that  most  people 
don’t  know  about. 

Schmidt  said  LGBT  people  can  be 
discriminated  against  in  the  work¬ 
place  and  health  care  institutions, 
and  support  programs  for  LGBT 
students  aren’t  always  supported 
in  high  schools  and  colleges. 

Keri  Pasker,  a  student  at  Up¬ 
per  Iowa  University,  said  she  wor¬ 
ries  about  being  denied  housing 
when  she  applies  to  live  with  her 
girlfriend. 

“They  can  easily  lie  and  say  it’s 
because  of  a  different  reason,”  Pask¬ 
er  said.  “If  we  are  applying  for  a  one 
bedroom  apartment  and  there  are 
two  women  filling  out  the  applica¬ 
tion,  it  can  be  pretty  obvious.” 

Lyn  Tackett,  2012  Republican 
candidate  for  Iowa  House  District 
61,  said  she  views  programs  and 
protections  for  LGBT  people  as 
special  privileges  that  divide  com¬ 
munities  instead  of  uniting  them. 

Tackett  supports  marriage  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  woman  and  an 
amendment  to  the  current  Iowa 


constitution  that  would  prevent 
the  marriage  of  gay  couples.  She 
said  this  amendment  would  mean 
all  same-sex  marriages  that  have 
occurred  in  Iowa  would  no  longer 
be  valid. 

Iowa  Supreme  Court  Justice  Da¬ 
vid  Wiggins  was  one  of  seven  jus¬ 
tices  that  ruled  that  the  state's  law 
banning  gay  marriage  was  un¬ 
constitutional  in  2009,  making  it 
the  third  state  to  allow  same-sex 
marriage. 

Three  of  his  colleagues  were  oust¬ 
ed  when  their  terms  came  up  for 
ballot  review  in  2010.  In  this  elec¬ 
tion,  students  will  have  the  choice  to 
vote  to  retain  or  end  Wiggins’  term. 

Tackett  believes  opening  up  the 
definition  of  marriage  could  lead 
to  marriage  combinations  that  are 
very  different  from  what  marriage 
is  supposed  to  be. 

“Under  natural  laws,  marriage 
has  always  been  defined  as  a  man 
and  a  woman,”  Tackett  said.  “I  think 
we  need  to  respect  people  that  differ 
from  that.  But  I  think  as  far  as  what 
we  would  legally  define  as  marriage, 

I  believe  whether  you’re  religious  or 
not,  a  man  and  a  woman  would  be 
the  strongest  for  a  social  institution. 

I  believe  in  it  because  I  believe  this 
has  been  ordained  by  God.” 

Schmidt  thinks  religious  views 
and  politics  shouldn’t  intermingle. 
She  said  other  religious  views  aren’t 
forced  upon  the  public,  like  a  ban 
on  pork  because  Jewish  people  have 
religiously-based  eating  restrictions 
on  it. 

Tackett  said  the  commonly-used 
argument  of  separation  of  church 
and  state  is  “the  most  misquoted 
phrase  that  is  used  out  there”  and 
that  marriage  equality  isn’t  just  a 
faith  issue,  but  an  issue  with  the 
social  structure  of  society. 

“I've  spoken  with  many  in  the 
LGBT  community  throughout  the 
years  in  different  states  and  all  of 
them  said  they  chose  their  lifestyle. 


that  monogamy  is  rare,  that  they  do 
not  experience  inner  peace  with 
their  lifestyle  but  feel  it  is  a  com¬ 
pulsion,”  Tackett  said. 

Iowa  Senator  from  District  30, 
Jeff  Danielson,  a  Democrat,  sup¬ 
ports  marriage  equality,  LGBT 
adoption  and  workplace  and  bul¬ 
lying  protections  for  the  LGBT 
community. 

Danielson  said  in  terms  of  so¬ 
cial  issues,  he  believes  that  “with 
awareness  and  education  devel¬ 
ops  understanding  which  leads  to 
acceptance.” 

“If  you  look  at  our  differences, 
they’re  interesting,  but  our  com¬ 
mon  humanity  matters  more  and 
over  time  I  think  people  will  realize 
that,”  Danielson  said. 

Danielson  thinks  religious  peo¬ 
ple  can  be  the  strongest  voices  in  the 
fight  for  LGBT  rights. 

“They  can  be  the  ones  who  say, 
‘well  our  view  of  our  faith  does 
not  lead  us  to  look  down  on  equal 
rights,  it  leads  us  to  uphold  them.”' 

Both  Schmidt  and  Pasker  said 
they  are  worried  about  Gov.  Mitt 
Romney  becoming  the  president 
and  laws  in  Iowa  changing. 

Schmidt  thinks  she  would  be 
even  more  marginalized  and  that 
homophobia  and  bigotry  would  be 
encouraged.  Pasker  said  she  thinks 
about  her  future. 

“Marriage  is  about  love,  period. 
It  is  not  about  what  you  do  in  the 
bedroom.  It’s  not  about  the  gender. 
Marriage  is  a  commitment  between 
two  people  regardless  of  anything 
else,”  Pasker  said. 

“My  girlfriend  and  I  have  talked 
about  getting  married  and  starting 
our  lives  together.  She's  the  love  of 
my  life  and  my  best  friend.  And  for 
someone  to  say  that  I  can't  marry 
her,  I  can't  put  it  into  words  how 
that  makes  me  feel.  I  would  just  ask 
to  be  given  a  chance.” 


Top:  Allison  Hales  (left)  and  Cassie  Hales  share  their  first  dance  at 
their  wedding.  Bottom:  Cassie  Hales  (left)  works  as  a  Residence  Hall 
Director  at  Wartburg  College  and  adviser  of  the  Wartburg  Alliance. 
The  purpose  of  Alliance  is  to  provide  support  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation  or  gender  identity.  They  also  provide  education  and 
resources  to  the  Wartburg  community.  —  Submitted  Photos 


Presidential  candidates  approach  student  loans  differently 
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President  Barack  Obama  finally 
paid  off  his  student  loans  eight  years 
ago  in  2004, 13  years  after  gradu¬ 
ating  from  Harvard  Law  School  in 
1991. 

“Issues  with  student  loans  are  a 
component  in  this  election,  and  I 
think  they  are  one  of  the  top  issues 
for  many  younger  voters,”  Court¬ 
ney  Berkeland,  a  Wartburg  College 


sophomore,  said. 

Two-thirds  of  college  seniors 
who  graduated  in  2011  had  stu¬ 
dent  loan  debt  with  an  average  of 
$26,600  per  borrower,  according  to 
Project  on  Student  Debt.  In  Iowa  72 
percent  of  college  graduates  face  an 
average  debt  of  $28,753. 

“Both  candidates  have  shared 
surface  level  proposals  that  support 
funding  for  higher  education,”  Jen¬ 
nifer  Sassman,  director  of  financial 
aid  at  Wartburg,  said.  “Neither  re¬ 
vealed  many  details  of  implemen¬ 
tation  or  potential  consequences.  It 
is  important  to  remember  that  in 


an  election  year  candidates  will  say 
what  they  want  you  to  hear.” 

President  Barack  Obama  enacted 
the  Student  Aid  and  Fiscal  Respon¬ 
sibility  Act  in  2010  which  lowered 
the  cost  of  federal  student  loans.  It 
also  allowed  students  to  repay  their 
loans  as  a  low  and  fixed  percentage 
of  their  incomes  for  up  to  20  years. 

Obama  has  made  his  plans  for 
student  loans  very  clear  on  his  Pay 
As  You  Earn  website.  He  plans  to 
limit  monthly  federal  student  loan 
repayment  at  10  percent  of  the 
monthly  income.  For  students,  this 
means  that  they  can  choose  the  col¬ 
lege  they  want  based  on  their  career 
goals,  not  the  price  of  tuition. 

Gov.  Mitt  Romney,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  more  focused  on  creating 
jobs  after  graduation  rather  than 
student  loans,  according  to  his 
website.  He  promises  to  create  12 
million  jobs  by  2016.  The  Republi¬ 
can  platform  calls  for  an  end  to  fed¬ 
eral  student  loans  and  seeks  to  stop 
Obama’s  reform  bill. 

“I  honestly  think  that  there  has 
not  been  all  that  much  focus  on  stu¬ 
dent  loans  throughout  the  election, 


since  there  are  so  many  other  issues 
out  there  such  as  jobs,  the  economy 
and  taxes,”  Berkeland  said. 

Still,  Berkeland,  a  business  ma¬ 
jor,  said  that  she  is  leaning  toward 
Romney  since  she  is  more  interest¬ 
ed  in  a  good  job  after  graduation  to 
help  her  pay  off  her  loans. 

“Romney’s  plan  seems  to  give 
more  opportunities  for  both  finan¬ 
cial  stability  in  college  and  after,” 
Berkeland  said. 

Eric  Krull,  a  senior  at  North  Iowa 
H igh  School  in  Buffalo  Center,  said 
he  is  relying  on  a  golf  scholarship  to 
help  him  through  college. 

“Without  it,  I  don’t  know  if  my 
grades  are  good  enough  to  get  other 
scholarships,”  Krull  said.  “I’m  wor¬ 
ried  about  being  unable  to  pay  for 
college  after  I  graduate.” 

Krull  said  he  doesn’t  know  much 
about  either  presidential  candi¬ 
date’s  stands  on  improving  student 
loans  but  plans  to  vote. 

“I’m  not  sure  which  president 
might  offer  the  better  solution,” 
Krull  said.  “I  just  know  that  tu¬ 
ition’s  going  to  keep  going  up  and 
without  better  aid,  I  won’t  be  able 


to  afford  it.” 

Signe  Mayland,  a  2012  graduate 
from  Simpson  College,  said  that  the 
fear  of  paying  off  debt  may  keep  stu¬ 
dents  from  pursuing  a  college  ed¬ 
ucation.  She  is  currently  working 
with  the  Peace  Corps  after  complet¬ 
ing  an  education  degree. 

“You  have  your  grace  period 
of  six  months  on  the  loans  which 
helps,  but  it  still  seems  like  the  start 
of  the  payments  comes  to  quickly 
considering  you  recently  started  a 
new  job,  if  you  are  lucky,  and  a  new 
place  to  live  to  pay  for,”  Mayland 
said.  “It  can  be  scary.” 

Though  there  may  be  fear  about 
the  repercussions  of  student  loans, 
Sassman  said  that  unless  the  system 
changes  dramatically,  financial  aid 
will  always  exist. 

“The  make-up... could  change 
so  students  need  to  express  which 
programs  they  have  relied  on  to 
help  fund  their  education,”  Sass¬ 
man  said.  “It’s  important  for  ev¬ 
eryone  to  advocate  for  higher  edu¬ 
cation  funding  and  let  their  voices 
be  heard  by  contacting  their  elected 
officials.” 
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THE  WARTBURG  TRUMTET 


_ Opinion  &  editorial  _ 

Braley  v.  Lange  jp| 

The  Trumpet  asked  U.S.  House  District  1  candidates 
Rep .  Bruce  Braley  and  Ben  Lange  about  their  stance  on  higher  education. 


BRUCE  BRALEY  (D)  GUEST  COLUMNIST 


In  order  to  get 
through  college 
and  law  school,  I 
spent  my  summers 
with  the  Poweshiek 
County  Roads  de¬ 
partment  repairing 
roads  and  bridges, 
waiting  on  tables 

and  tending  bar. 

Although  this  was  30  years  ago,  when 
my  kids  headed  off  to  school  just  a  couple 
of  years  ago  it  was  a  stark  reminder  of 
how  tough  it  is  to  pay  for  a  college  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  hard  work  it  takes  to  study, 
work  and  pay  off  student  loans. 

College  affordability  and  increas¬ 
ing  college  costs  continue  to  be  two  of 
the  most  important  issues  facing  Iowa’s 
young  people.  It’s  no  secret  that  the  costs 
have  dramatically  increased. 

Since  2000,  tuition  at  Iowa’s  public 
universities  has  increased  by  83  percent, 
and  Iowa  college  students  are  graduat¬ 
ing  with  the  third  highest  debt  in  the 
country. 

I  have  taken  action  to  prevent  an  even 
tougher  attack  on  Iowa  students. 

One  of  the  biggest  issues  in  Congress 
this  summer  was  an  attempt  to  double 
the  Stafford  Loan  interest  rates  from  3.4 
percent  to  6.8  percent  on  July  1st  of  this 
year. 

That  would  have  meant  a  student  tak¬ 
ing  out  the  maximum  student  loan  of 
$23,000  would  pay  $1 1,000  more  in  inter¬ 
est  over  the  repayment  period  of  the  loan. 

That  is  why  I  introduced  legislation  to 
stop  the  student  loan  increase  and  keep 


interest  rates  at  3.4  percent,  and  I  was 
very  pleased  when  Congress  reached  a 
deal  that  would  keep  rates  at  3.4  percent 
and  keep  the  rates  low  for  college  stu¬ 
dents  in  Iowa  and  across  the  country. 

Another  key  component  of  college 
affordability  is  the  Pell  Grant.  The  Pell 
Grant  provides  direct  college  tuition  aid 
to  many  students. 

Since  taking  office  in  2007,  I’ve  in¬ 
creased  the  maximum  one  year  Pell 
Grant  award  by  $1,500.  Students  can 
currently  receive  up  to  $5,550  in  Pell 
Grant  aid. 

As  long  as  I’m  in  Congress,  I  will 
continue  to  advocate  for  increased  Pell 
Grant  aid  for  students  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  pay  for  college. 

I  will  also  continue  to  push  for  ex¬ 
panding  Pell  Grant  eligibility  so  more 
students  can  receive  this  important  aid. 

College  loans  gave  me  the  opportunity 
to  go  to  college,  and  I  wouldn’t  be  where 
I  am  today  without  the  funding  to  help 
me  get  through  undergraduate  and  law 
school. 

Without  those  loans,  I  would  never 
have  been  able  to  afford  a  postsecond¬ 
ary  education  and  I  am  grateful  for  the 
assistance  they  provided. 

A  college  degree  is  the  ticket  to  job  op¬ 
portunities  in  our  increasingly  knowl¬ 
edge-based  economy,  and  that  is  why  it  is 
imperative  that  we  continue  to  find  ways 
to  make  college  more  affordable  for  Iowa 
students  and  future  generations. 


BEN  LANGE  (R)  GUEST  COLUMNIST 


America  is  at  a  cross¬ 
roads  and  Iowans 
face  a  historic  choice 
on  Election  Day. 

Either  we  send 
candidates  who 
have  the  courage  to 
fight  against  those 
who  borrow  against 
our  children’s  future;  or,  we  continue  to 
settle  for  the  same  politicians  who  have 
brought  us  the  largest  debt  in  THE  HIS¬ 
TORY  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Our  current  leaders  are  failing  the  next 
generation,  and  Congressman  Bruce  Bral¬ 
ey  is  part  of  the  problem. 

Braley  voted  six  times  to  raise  the  debt 
ceiling,  nearly  doubling  the  national  debt. 

His  failed  economic  policies  kept  un¬ 
employment  above  8  percent  for  over  42 
months,  and  over  50  percent  of  recent  col¬ 
lege  graduates  are  struggling  just  to  find 
work,  let  alone  a  job  in  their  chosen  field. 

The  average  cost  of  instate  tuition  at  a 
four  year  institution  has  increased  over  25 
percent  during  this  administration,  and 
yet  during  that  time,  the  median  income 
for  college  graduates  dropped  10  percent. 

Student  loans  have  surpassed  credit 
card  debt  as  the  biggest  source  of  unse¬ 
cured  debt  for  U.S.  consumers. 

Combined,  the  weak  job  market  and 
record  levels  of  educational  debt  pose 
a  threat  to  the  future  earning  power  of 
young  Americans  and  their  ability  to 
provide  for  their  young  families,  leaving 
graduates  with  an  unprecedented  finan¬ 
cial  burden. 

We  need  a  change  in  Washington — and 


no  one  has  more  of  a  stake  in  making  that 
change  happen  than  our  students,  because 
they  are  the  next  generation. 

As  the  first  in  my  family  to  graduate 
from  college,  I  understand  the  challenges 
facing  our  students.  I’m  still  working  to 
pay  off  the  student  loans  I  used  to  pay  my 
way  through  undergrad  and  law  school, 
and  I  worry  about  being  able  to  afford  a 
college  education  for  my  three  daughters. 

Our  goals  for  college  students  are 
simple:  make  sure  that  they  can  afford 
their  college  education,  and  ensure  that 
there  are  jobs  available  for  them  after 
graduation. 

My  plan  (online  at  www.langeforcon- 
gress.com)  will  unleash  the  economy  and 
create  jobs,  reduce  the  national  debt,  get 
a  handle  on  out  of  control  government 
spending,  and  reform  entitlement  systems 
to  preserve  them  for  future  generations. 

We  need  to  strengthen  and  simpli¬ 
fy  college  financial  aid  systems.  Federal 
spending  on  loan  and  grant  programs  isn’t 
making  college  more  affordable,  it’s  inflat¬ 
ing  the  cost  to  students,  putting  a  college 
education  farther  out  of  reach  for  those  in 
the  middle  class. 

We  also  need  to  ensure  that  training 
programs  at  our  community  and  techni¬ 
cal  schools  match  the  needs  of  job  provid¬ 
ers  in  a  dynamic  global  economy. 

The  choice  for  college  students  in  this 
election  is  clear — more  of  the  same  pol¬ 
icies  that  have  put  our  country  on  the 
wrong  track;  or  a  new  generation  of  lead¬ 
ership  that  cares  more  about  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  than  the  next  election. 


Obama’s  and  Romney’s  plan  for  health  care 


SHEA  KRUGER  |  LINDSEY  BOYKE 

GUEST  COLUMNISTS 

shea.kruger@wartburg.edu 

lindsey.boyke@wartburg.edu 

Election  season  is  upon  us  and 
the  day  to  vote  is  right  around  the 
corner. 

While  many  college  students 
would  rather  spend  time  doing 
homework  for  their  own  classes, 
it’s  become  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  that  we  do  “homework”  on 
the  election  too. 

After  all,  every  single  one  of  us 
is  of  age  to  vote  in  the  presidential 
election  and  influence  who  will  be 
leading  our  country. 


It  is  our  generation  that  will 
be  the  most  affected  by  decisions 
made  in  the  next  four  years,  yet  a 
majority  of  students  know  noth¬ 
ing  about  either  candidate. 

Iowa  has  often  been  a  swing 
state,  having  one  of  the  largest 
impacts  on  both  the  current  and 
previous  elections. 

With  only  a  4  percent  margin 
in  Iowa  polls  any  one  vote  could 
change  the  outcome  of  this  state. 

In  the  election  this  year,  health 
care  has  become  a  hot  topic  in  de¬ 
bates  due  to  the  heavily  fought 
over  “Obamacare”  that  was  initi¬ 
ated  this  year. 

Whether  or  not  you’ve 


considered  it,  health  care  policies 
determine  things  from  insuring 
all  of  us  through  college  to  cov¬ 
erage  of  preventative  services  like 
Planned  Parenthood. 

Because  of  this  influence  we’ve 
done  a  bit  of  research  for  you: 

Obama’s  Plan 

•  Ability  to  stay  on  your  parent’s 
insurance  until  26  years  of  age. 

•  Expanded  health  insurance 
coverage  for  all  Americans. 

•  Expanding  access  to  free  pre¬ 
ventive  care  such  as  flu  shots, 
mammograms  and  diabetic 
screenings. 

•  Continued  funding  for 


programs  like  Planned  Parenthood. 

•  By  2014  no  person  can  be  de¬ 
nied  insurance  due  to  a  pre-exist¬ 
ing  condition. 

•  Ends  the  higher  insurance 
costs  for  women  for  the  same  in¬ 
surance  coverage  as  men. 

•  Expands  Medicaid  coverage 
for  Americans . 

•  No  more  lifetime  caps  on  in¬ 
surance  coverage. 

Romney’s  Plan 

•  Repeals  Affordable  Care  Act 
(AKA  Obamacare). 

•  Issues  Medicaid  block  grants 
which  would  provide  lump¬ 
sum  payments  to  states  to  run 


Medicaid  and  would  make  states 
responsible  for  covering  costs  be¬ 
yond  federal  issued  amount. 

•  Caps  damages  in  medical  mal¬ 
practice  lawsuits. 

•  Limits  federal  standards  and 
requirements  for  private  insur¬ 
ance  and  Medicaid  coverage. 

•  Prevents  discrimination 
against  individuals  with  pre-ex¬ 
isting  conditions  who  maintain 
continuous  coverage. 

•  Allows  consumers  to  purchase 
insurance  across  state  lines. 

•  Promotes  alternatives  to  “fee 
for  service.” 
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Candidates  address  higher  education  funding 
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As  one  of  six  children  in  her  family. 
Heather  Buch  needed  much  finan¬ 
cial  support  to  continue  her  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of  Northern 
Iowa. 

Buch  receives  the  TEACH  (the 
Teacher  Education  Assistance  for 
College  and  Higher  Education) 
grant,  which  provides  education 
majors  with  four-thousand  dollars 
a  year  with  the  expectation  that 
they  teach  in  a  low  income  school 
district  after  graduation. 

This  federally  funded  grant  has 
made  her  time  in  school  much  eas¬ 
ier  she  said. 

“Through  the  help  of  the  TEACH 
grant,  I  stayed  on  course  to  pursue 
my  original  dream  of  becoming  a 
teacher,”  she  said. 

Without  the  help  of  the  grant, 
Buch  said  “it  would  have  been  easy 
to  change  my  plans  or  even  give  up 
completely.” 

Education  is  the  largest  under¬ 
graduate  program  at  UNI,  and 
enrolls  the  most  students  in  the 
school.  Last  year,  643  students  re¬ 
ceived  the  TEACH  grant,  making 
UNI  one  of  the  top  universities  in 
the  nation  to  receive  the  grant  based 
on  need. 

Public  universities  receive  most 
research  money  through  federally 
funded  grants.  In  previous  years, 
all  schools  have  had  earmarked 
money  guaranteed,  but  Brenda 
Buzynski,  UNI  executive  assistant 
for  the  President,  said  this  process 
has  changed  to  a  more  competitive 
application  process. 

“Because  UNI  is  not  a  research 
intensive  university,  we  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  magnitude  of  grants  that 
we  have  received  in  past  years,” 
Buzynski  said.  “UNI  lost  a  little 
over  $5  million  in  the  past  two 
years.” 

If  grant  money  continues  to 
decrease,  students  receiving  the 


TEACH  grant  could  lose  opportu¬ 
nities  for  their  future. 

“I  know  how  much  I  have  per¬ 
sonally  benefited  from  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  how  valuable  it  is  in  the 
success  in  me  becoming  a  teacher. 
I  see  the  TEACH  grant  as  a  grant 
for  the  entire  state  and  not  just  for 
me,”  Buch  said. 

However,  other  higher  education 
programs,  such  as  skilled  worker 
programs,  have  seen  an  increase  in 
funding. 

Fifteen  community  colleges  in 
Iowa  have  received  $13  million  to 
implement  workforce  development. 

Kirkwood  Community  College 
president.  Dr.  Mick  Starcevich 
said  the  money  will  be  used  to  im¬ 
prove  many  of  the  school’s  techni¬ 
cal  programs. 

“Our  total  focus  is  on  closing  the 
skill  gap,  in  the  workforce,”  Starcev¬ 
ich  said.  The  Kirkwood  technical 
programs  are  working  closely  with 
companies  to  close  that  gap  he  said. 

Starcevich  said  the  graduates  of 
technical  programs  are  critical  for 
the  success  of  the  local  economy. 

“Ninety  percent  of  our  graduates 
stay  in  Iowa  and  are  the  econom¬ 
ic  engine  to  make  that  happen,” 
Starcevich  said. 

“It’s  absolutely  critical  to  in¬ 
vest  in  community  college  educa¬ 
tion  and  workforce  development,” 
Rep.  Bruce  Braley  said.  “Many  high 
schools  don’t  offer  those  courses,  so 
we  need  community  colleges  for  ap¬ 
prenticeships  and  opportunities.” 

Buzynski  said  the  best  candi¬ 
date  for  supporting  higher  educa¬ 
tion  funding  is  Gov.  Mitt  Romney. 

As  a  country,  Buzynski  said  the 
U.S.  needs  to  reprioritize  where 
money  is  spent  to  help  students  be 
debt  free. 

Starcevich  also  said  that  the  bud¬ 
get  needs  to  be  under  control,  but 
that  Obama  recognizes  the  need 
for  technical  careers  to  achieve 
that  goal. 

Congressional  candidate  Ben 
Lange  said  the  current  president 
hasn’t  succeeded  in  improving  the 


economy  through  supporting  high¬ 
er  education. 

“Both  candidates  are  willing  to 
fight  regularly  for  education  but 
over  half  of  the  college  graduates 
are  struggling  to  find  a  job.  Four 
more  years  of  this  is  unacceptable,” 
Lange  said.  “College  kids  should  see 


this  as  a  red  flag.” 

Buch  said  she  believes  her  experi¬ 
ences  with  the  TEACH  grant  have 
made  her  a  better  teacher  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  person  and  that  she  has  learned 
much  more  than  she  ever  expect¬ 
ed.  She  said  she  hopes  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  promises  on  education  will 


be  carried  out  in  the  presidency. 

“Obama  and  Romney  have  stark 
differences  in  introducing  students 
to  education  and  into  the  work¬ 
force,”  Braley  said.  “The  decisions 
on  education  will  have  a  strong  im¬ 
pact  on  voter’s  futures.” 


Courtney  Larson  (left)  and  Christina  Jellema,  both  third-years,  work  as  Wartburg  professor  Roy  Ventullo's 
research  assistants  in  the  microbiology  lab.  —  Emily  Novotny/77?  L//WPFT 


Low  involvement  for  youth  voters 
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Candidates  to  benefit  from 
lower  tuition  rates 


The  Wartburg  Democrats  passed  out  stickers  at  the  Renaissance  Faire 
for  President  Obama's  campaign.  —  Emily  Hovotrxy /TRUMPET 


“A  lot  of  people  at  our  age  don’t  re¬ 
ally  get  into  it  But  really,  we  are  the 
age  that  should  get  into  it  the  most,” 
Hanson-Pollock  said.  “We’re  the 
next  generation  that’s  going  to  im¬ 
pact  the  future.” 

In  an  effort  to  get  more  students 
involved  in  the  voting  process  this 
year,  Hanson-Pollock  and  other 
members  of  Wartburg ’s  Student 
Senate  recently  announced  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  an  on  campus  vot¬ 
ing  station,  making  the  process 
easier  for  first  time  students. 

Cook  said  he  agreed  the  interest 
may  be  strong  in  his  classroom,  but 
on  the  outside,  it  can  be  better. 

He  said  various  components 
such  as  technology,  parents’  influ¬ 
ence  and  even  the  comprehension 
of  basic  government  can  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  student’s  interest  in  the 
elections. 

“The  society  today  has  a  different 
kind  of  a  generation,”  Cook  said. 
“They  want  to  be  entertained.” 


Ziegenfuss  said  students  like  her 
may  not  pay  attention  to  politics  or 
voting  simply  because  of  how  edu¬ 
cators  teach.  She  believes  teachers 
can  find  other  ways  to  get  the  youth 
engaged. 

“Make  it  more  interesting.  Con¬ 
nect  it  to  something  we  do  of¬ 
ten  or  we  like  to  do,”  Ziegenfuss 
said.  “It  would  make  it  easier  to 
understand.” 

In  the  end.  Wolf  said  she  wants 


young  Iowans  to  see  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  as  a  chance  to  contribute 
to  their  duties  as  citizens  and  to 
make  it  count. 

“Your  vote  doesn’t  go  unnoticed,” 
said  Wolf.  “Every  vote  makes  a 
difference.” 

If  you  would  want  to  learn  more 
about  voting  and  how  to  register, 
you  can  visit  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
website  at  sos.iowa.gov. 
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tuition  remains  low  as  possible. 

“We’re  trying  to  reassure  students 
and  their  families  that  there’s  no 
better  investment  a  family  can 
make  than  a  college  education.  It  is 
the  surest  path  to  success  in  Amer¬ 
ica,”  Colson  said. 

Larimer  said  he  thinks  keeping 
tuition  prices  low  should  be  a  more 
important  topic  in  the  election  rac¬ 
es  than  it  is. 

“We  make  the  argument  every 
election  cycle  how  important  ed¬ 
ucation  is  but  to  get  education  it 
costs  money,”  Larimer  said. 

UNI  student  O’Neill  Goltz  said 
that  on  a  scale  of  one  to  ten  the  im¬ 
portance  of  college  tuition  for  him 
this  upcoming  election  is  an  eight. 

Larimer  said  that  Obama  has 
discussed  tuition  costs  more  than 
Romney  and  that  he  hasn’t  heard 
much  at  all  on  the  issue  from  the 
Romney/Ryan  ticket. 


“I  think  both  parties  would  ben¬ 
efit  if  college  tuition  didn’t  go  up,” 
Goltz  said. 


